Crafts Council
Everyday Making

Materials:
• Loppers
• A location that offers lots
fallen branches and other
natural resources.

Den building
by Lily Horseman

Be sure to share photos of your work with us using the
hashtag: #EverydayMaking
Facebook @CraftsCouncilUK
Twitter @CraftsCouncilUK
Instagram @CraftsCouncil
Or share with us at participation@craftscouncil.org.uk
for us to share!

Build your den safely
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carry out a risk assessment before you start to protect your group and the animals and nature in
the area.
Make sure you are away from animal burrows and plants that could be trampled as you work.
When carrying long branches make sure that one end is on the ground or it is being carried
between two people.
Look out for twigs at everyone’s eye height.
Watch out for things that might buried in leaves, like dog poo.
Never cut branches from living trees without permission from the person who manages the site.

1.

2.

Long poles with a fork on one end
are really useful for building the
framework of the den. These can
be cut to shape with loppers or
used as they are found.

3.

Secure the long pole against a tree
or secure to two other forked poles
to create a tripod. The forked ends
support each other, creating a
firm structure.

4.

More forked poles go around the
first to build up the framework. At
this point the size and shape of the
den is being laid out. These first
few poles need to be strongly
placed too.

More branches are added to fill in
the framework. As long as these are
placed on top of the first forked
branch the whole structure will
be secure.

5.

6.

To fill in the gaps, branches can
be added with the ‘twiggy’ end
pointing towards the ground. The
thick end can be threaded over and
under through the framework to
make sure they don’t slip. Try and fill
in all the gaps.

7.

Lighter branches can be tucked
into the structure or placed on top
of other branches. The appearance
of your den will depend on the
materials you choose.

8.

Once your den feels cosy, make
sure you have time to play in it
and decorate it too. Use the ‘loose
parts’ you find in the wood to
create home comforts. Children’s
play in dens will often centre
around raiding and trading
materials from each other’s dens
and they may need a bit of help
to keep this playful.

If you can’t find everything you
need on a big scale change the
size! You could use a small toy or
create a character who needs a
home by adding eyes to a stone
or leaf.

Top tip
If you want your den to be camouflaged, windproof and even waterproof, look for something you can
pile on top of the thin branchy layer. Fallen leaves are good. Use a piece of fabric to help gather them
up in quantity. You could use dead bracken if there is a lot in your area. Use gloves when gathering
bracken and twist or cut stems to break them as the stems can cut hands if you pull them. Pile the
loose leaves or bracken at the bottom of the den and keep working upwards.

