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Let’s Craft: A Crafts Council appeal 
that helped bring the benefits of  
creativity to children in need

Covid-19 and the subsequent lockdown highlighted 
that thousands of families struggle to access learning 
and creative resources outside of school. In order to 
address this, Let’s Craft was introduced.

The Crafts Council launched Let’s Craft in June 2020, 
with the aim to raise £100,000 – enough to create 
and distribute 10,000 craft kits across the UK. The 
Let’s Craft packs were filled with art supplies such as 
pencils, scrapbooks, paints and glue and gifted to 
families and children who couldn’t afford the luxury 
of buying art supplies during lockdown. The packs 
played a huge part in ensuring children in need could 
access the learning and wellbeing benefits that come 
with getting creative. Each pack cost £10 to put 
together.

To identify and reach children in need, the Crafts 
Council partnered with the Arts Council England’s 
10 Bridge Organisations. The Bridge Organisations 
are spread across England and connect the cultural 
and the education sectors so that children and young 
people can have access to great arts and cultural 
opportunities. These organisations have an incredible 
understanding of the regions they're based in. They 
have strong links with the community hubs and the 
people they serve and were best placed to help us 
locate areas that would benefit the most from our 
support. 

“There [was] a real need for children 
and young people in London to have 
access to creative art materials. The 
Let’s Craft art packs [supported] 
families who would not otherwise 
have these resources at home to 
use high quality pens, paper, paint 
and colouring pencils to express 
themselves creatively.”  

Steve Moffit, A New Direction
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Yorkshire and the Humber
We partnered with social enterprise, We Are IVE to 
reach children and families in need in the north of 
England. Let’s Craft packs were distributed across 
their networks and reached children on free school 
meals, students in PRUs (pupil referral units), food 
banks, community centres, via the HAF summer 
programme (holiday activity and food), and they 
also established a creative library at a hotel housing 
refugees where the packs will be used to deliver 
workshops to families with young children.

London
A New Direction worked with us to distribute 
packs across England’s capital via Kitchen Social, a 
Mayor’s Fund for London programme and the largest 
independent food provider of food for children 
in London during the school holidays, Packs were 
distributed across the following boroughs: Camden, 
Islington, Hackney, Barking and Dagenham, Ealing, 
Greenwich, Hammersmith and Fulham, Southwark 
and Tower Hamlets.

What we’ve achieved together

Let’s Craft ran from June 2020 – May 2021 and was 
the Craft Council’s first public appeal. Over the 
11 months, we achieved above and beyond what 
we expected to. We over-achieved on our target 
of £100,000 – reaching £117,000. This meant we 
could create and distribute 11,700 packs across 
England. This distribution began in August 2020 
and was completed in August 2021. 
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Southwest England
RIO (Real Ideas Organisation) helped us distribute 
Let’s Craft packs across the south-west of England, 
including Plymouth, Cornwall, Gloucester, West 
Somerset and Torbay. RIO identified disadvantaged 
families with children under 10, young carers, families 
who accessed foodbanks and Forces families. They 
also donated packs to Bristol Scrapstore.

Southeast England
Artswork helped us reach disadvantaged families, 
students in PRUs, children on free school meals and 
LACs (looked after children) across the following 
areas: Eastbourne, Arun, Oxford, Reading, Milton 
Keynes, Slough, Buckinghamshire, Southampton, 
Havant, Kent and the Isle of Wight.

Midlands
Arts Connect and The Mighty Creatives used their 
networks across the Midlands to get Let’s Craft 
packs to children in need across Birmingham, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Rutland, 
Northamptonshire, Stamford and Spalding. Packs 
were distributed to children and young people using 
foodbanks, care leavers and those accessing support 
through LCEPs (local cultural education partnerships).
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Northwest England
Curious Minds distributed Let’s Craft packs across 
their diverse network. This included groups of 
young carers in West Cumbria; low-income families 
in Blackburn and Warrington; vulnerable children 
and young people, focusing on mental health and 
wellbeing in Liverpool and Wirral; and looked after 
children in St Helens.

Northeast England
Culture Bridge Northeast distributed Let’s Craft 
packs via their network across Newcastle, Tyneside, 
Northumberland, Sunderland, Stockton, Durham, 
Tees Valley, Gateshead and Hartlepool. They 
identified vulnerable children and young people 
on free school meals and those eligible for pupil 
premium.

East England
Festival Bridge supported our distribution across 
Ipswich, Cambridge, Norfolk, Ipswich, Suffolk, 
Peterborough, Fenland and Mildenhall. Let’s Craft 
packs were sent to vulnerable families who has been 
identified by their partners, care leavers, children 
with special educational needs, victims of domestic 
abuse, refugees and asylum seekers. Royal Opera 
House also supported distribution in the east and 
helped us reach looked after children, students who 
were eligible for pupil premium and children in Year 
10 and Year 12 from low-income families studying 
for qualifications in Art and related subjects.

What we’ve achieved together
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"They was brilliant and my girls really 
thought they was exciting and used 
them during the holidays, they just 
loved the bags." – Mum who accessed 
two Let’s Craft packs through  
We Are IVE

"This has helped my grandson with his 
mental health issues, and he has learnt 
to express himself more effectively 
using art." – Recipient, We Are IVE

“One small child didn't want to wait till 
she got home she told staff 'I want to 
start drawing now'. Her dad told us that 
she wants to draw all the time and that 
it was amazing to get such lovely stuff. 
Another child told staff at Islington Play 
Association that 'everything is in this 
box!'” – Islington Play Association

“My kids loved the activity packs, and 
we all had a brilliant time as a family 
making some plasticine models and 
exploring art in ways, we would never 
have otherwise had the opportunity. 
Thank you for bringing a piece of joy 
to us” – Mother of two children who 
received Let’s Craft packs through 
their primary school in Yorkshire

Impact

University of Dundee research during 2021 showed 
that art boxes given to families during lockdown: 

• Provided creative opportunities that families didn’t 
otherwise have access to

• Created new and positive playful interactions 
between parents and their children

• Helped parents feel more confident starting 
creative activities with their children

• Improved the wellbeing of parents and children 
doing creative activities together

Research from the 
University of Dundee

Testimonials
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Thank you We were blown away by the support for the Let’s 
Craft appeal – we received countless donations from 
individuals and were touched by how the maker 
community rallied around this cause. We are 
incredibly grateful to the partners and donors that 
backed our appeal - Hobbycraft, Crafts Council 
education sponsor - Cox London, Yodomo, TOAST, 
Immediate Media, MADE MAKERS, The Works and 
Forest + Found. The appeal was also generously 
supported by the Britford Bridge Trust and by the 
Comino Foundation.

Without our partnership with the Arts Council’s 
Bridge Organisation, we would not have been able to 
reach the communities who needed these packs the 
most. Thank you for your commitment, enthusiasm 
and support for this project.
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The Craft Council’s first public appeal 
and how we spread the message

The Crafts Council worked with Celebrities, makers 
and sponsors to spread the word of Let’s Craft. We 
worked with PR consultant Jenny Houghton, who 
helped us secure the public support of Beckham, 
Russell Tovey, Jenny Packham, Bec Hill and Claudia 
Winkleman. 

Hobbycraft, TOAST and The Works, YODOMO and 
Cox London – who all supported Let’s Craft with 
donations also pushed the appeal out to their 
audiences. 

Let's Craft 
Ambassadors

PR, social media and 
e-comms

Let’s Craft was mentioned in 7 publications, including 
Hello Magazine (1.8m readers), Reclaim Magazine, 
Sainsbury’s Magazine. The Daily Mail – which has 
a readership of 2.5 million and the Mail Online 
(29 million readership) also picked up the story, 
interviewing one of our celebrity ambassador’s 
Jenny Packham. 8 articles were also published on the 
website about Let’s Craft with a total of 2,531 views.

BBC Radio London host Gaby Roslin also interviewed 
Jenny Packham about her involvement in Let’s Craft, 
Roslin’s show has 469,000 weekly listeners.
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Let’s Craft social media posts on Crafts Council 
channels reached an audience of 1,349, 913 
people. We also sent 3 newsletters to our 34,000 
subscribers.Some highlights from our celebrity 
advocates included Victoria Beckham shared an 
Instagram story about Let’s Craft to her 28.6 million 
followers, with a swipe-up link to the donation page, 
Claudia Winkleman re-tweeted a Crafts Council 
post to her 900k followers, and Russel Tovey shared 
an Instagram post urging his follows to support the 
appeal to 690k followers.

An ongoing need Even though lockdown measures have eased, 
and schools have re-opened, we have seen 
an increase in children and young people 
struggling with mental health issues and many 
families face long term financial challenges. The 
inequalities in education provision and a lack of 
access to technology during lockdown have left 
disadvantaged children behind their peers. 
Crafts Council and our partners are determined to 
continue supporting disadvantaged children and 
families, to ensure they have access to creative 
materials. We’re developing ideas to ensure this 
support can continue and will share our plans later 
this year.


