
Crafts Council / Hey Craft! 2021
Recycled Plastic Bag Flowers

To celebrate Hey Craft! 2021, Lady Kitt has created a 
step-by-step guide showing you how to make your own 
bunch of flowers using old plastic bags.

Be sure to share photos of your work with us using the 
hashtags #EverydayMaking and #HeyCraft

Facebook @CraftsCouncilUK
Twitter @CraftsCouncilUK
Instagram @CraftsCouncil

Or share with us at participation@craftscouncil.org.uk  
for us to share!

Materials:
•   Plastic shopping bags (to 

maximise the recycling 
benefits, use bags with holes 
in and handles missing etc)

•  Thin wire or pipe cleaners
•  Electrical or masking tape
•  Twigs 
•  Scissors
•  Wire cutters



Cut two 20cm pieces of wire. Carefully fold the ends upwards 
and wrap a strip of tape around 
each end to cover the sharp edges.
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Cut along the folded edges to 
create one long rectangle and cut 
in half to create two rectangles.

Flatten the bag out and cut the top 
and bottom off, leaving a rectangle 
of plastic.

Cut the two rectangles into 12 
equal strips.

Layer the strips in two piles of 6.

5. 6.



Take the short edge of the strips 
and fold it into a concertina. 

A concertina fold has many names; 
it is sometimes called a fan, zig zag 
or staircase fold.
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Fan out the layers of plastic to 
create a bow-like shape.

Take the wire and tightly wrap it 
around the folded plastic strips and 
twist it three or four times to secure 
it in place.

Pull the top layer away from the 
other strips to create the flower 
petals.

Continue this on all layers of plastic 
to complete the flower head. You 
can use scissors to shape and tidy 
them. 
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Wrap the wires around a twig to 
give the flower head a stem.

Repeat steps 6-11 to make the 
second flower. Now you can make 
as many as you want!
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